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and finally received the royal embrace before all the
people. Soon came permission to engage in the
practical study of agriculture, attended by an in-
crease of liberty and even of amusement. The King
still imposed restrictions upon Frederick's reading
and ordered him to sing hymns. He was never to
be alone or to speak privately to anybody, especially
to any girl or woman. Within a fortnight of his
father's visit he had begun his courtship of the young
wife of Colonel von Wreech.

The remaining months of the year 1731 brought
Frederick great pleasure and a heavy blow. He
grew in favour with his father, who in November
summoned him to appear for a short time at Berlin
and at last promised to restore to him his rank in
the army. But at the same time he lost his
sister. Wilhelmina was forced by her father into
an unhappy marriage with the Margrave of Baireuth,
a humble cousin whose title to the favour of his
bride was that by accepting him she propitiated her
father and freed herself from a still .less bearable
suitor. Elated by the progress of his own for-
tunes, Frederick seems for the moment to have been
insensible to her trouble and to his own loss. By
the King's order he paid his sister a visit. But
he treated her coldly when they met, broke off
the conversation abruptly, and walked into the room
to which her husband had courteously withdrawn.
" He scanned him for some time from head to foot,"
writes Wilhelmina, " and after addressing to him a
few words of cold politeness he withdrew. . . .
I could not recognise that dear brother who had cost